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vital connections; and lie sees elaborate artifice or partisan con-   CHAP.
spiracy in motives and actions exceedingly simple in real origin,
and developed in a natural relation to other democratic ten
encies.

In our day we have learned that no such tree grows into the
sky, and we can examine the subject without alarm or eulogy.
"Tory" and "Whig" themselves, like Les Gueux and many other
sobriquets of parties and factions, were nicknames devised by
opponents, flung out in derision and adopted with pride. From
Lord Beaconsfield, and then from The Times, Conservatives,
Whigs and some independents borrowed an American name
meant to be opprobrious. With his usual irony Chamberlain
delighted in the name, but the Caucus system as organised
by him in this country owed nothing whatever to American
example.1

It is essential to remember that Birmingham had been a
strong centre of Unions and Clubs and of plans of national action
since before the Reform Bill of 1832, a time recollected like
yesterday by a good many citizens still living at the date we
have reached in this narrative. The announced object of At-
wood's Political Union formed at the end of 1829 was "to collect
and organise the peaceful expression of public opinion so as to
bring it to act upon the legislative functions in a just, legal and
effectual way". The Caucus fifty years later claimed that its
aims were just the same.
For a generation after the Reform Bill the organising tradi-
tion weakened, but its memory never died out. A Conservative
challenge revived its vigour. By the Household Franchise Bill,
Birmingham received three members, but by the Minority Clause
each citizen had only two votes, and this was intended to ensure
the return of one Conservative. Advanced Liberals, Bright
at their head, regarded this as annulling part of their due
1 In one of its paragraphs on the   the constituencies. . , . Such organiza-
word the great Oxford Dictionary ob-    tions have since been in one form or
serves: "In English newspapers since   another adopted by all parties; and
1878, generally misused, and applied   caucus  is now  a  term which parti-
opprobriously   to   a   committee   or   zans   fling   at   the organizations  of
organization charged with seeking to   their opponents and disclaim for their
manage the elections and dictate to    own."